TCertayne notes of Instruction.

concerning the making of verfe or

rymein Englifh, written at the requefl

of MafLer Edouardo DonatL

SIgnor Edouardo > fmce promife is debt, and you
(by the lawe of friendship) dp burden me with a
promife that I fhoulde lende you inflru6tions towards
the making of Englifh verfe or ryme, I will affaye to
difcharge the fame, though not fo perfectly as I would,
yet as readily as I may: and therwithall I pray you
confider that Quot homines^ tot SententioB, efpecially in
Poetrie, wherein (neuertheleffe) I dare not challenge
any degree, and yet will I at your requefl aduenture
to fet downe my fimple skill in fuch fimple manner as
I haue vfed, referring the fame hereafter to the cor-
re6lion of the Laureate. And you mall haue it in
thefe few poynts followyng.

'rTHHe firft and mofl neceffarie poynt that euer I
JL founde meete to be confidered m making of a
dele<5lable poeme is this, to grounde it upon fome
fine inuention. For it is not inough to roll in pleafant
woordes, nor yet to thunder in Rymy Ram, Ruff, by
letter (quoth my mailer Chaucer) nor yet to abounde
in apt vocables, or epythetes, vnleffe the Inuention
haue in it alfo ahquid falls. By this ahquid falis, I
meane fome good and fine deuife, (hewing the quicke
capacitie of a writer: and where I fay fome good and
fine imtentwn, I meane that I would haue it both fine
and good. Foi many inuentions are fo fuperfme, that
they are Vix good. And agame many Inuentions are
good, and yet not finely handled. And for a general
forwammg: what Theame foeuer you do take in
hande, if you do handle it but tanquam in oratione